
Faith  

Belief, trust, and loyalty to a person or thing.                                                                                               

Christians find their security and hope in God as revealed in Jesus Christ, and say "amen" to that 

unique relationship to God in the Holy Spirit through love and obedience as expressed in lives 

of discipleship and service. 

The Old Testament.                                                                                                                                         

The Hebrew language has six terms that develop the fundamental ideas of belief, trust, and 

loyalty. The root expresses an individual's feeling of safety, and so means to feel secure. At 

times this confidence is self-centered ( Eze 33:13 ) or related to warriors ( Hosea 10:13 ) and 

riches ( Jer 49:4 ).  

But security that is a result of a trusting relationship with God is most important. It can be 

combined with the fear of the Lord and obedience to his Word so that the one who walks in the 

dark is encouraged to "trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God" ( Isa 50:10 ). It can 

also be equated with acknowledging God in all our ways in contrast to relying on our own 

understanding ( Prov 3:5-6 ). 

The term describes the state of one in need of help who is dependent on another for 

protection. In Jotham's parable the thornbush challenges the trees who invite it to be their 

king: "If you really want to anoint me king over you, come and take refuge in my shade" 

( Judges 9:15 ).  

While being pursued by an enemy, David asks the Lord to "save and deliver" him based on a 

similar assertion: "I take refuge in you" ( Psalm 7:1 ). The idea of taking refuge can also be 

contrasted with trusting in people or princes ( Psalm 118:8-9 ). It is not surprising then that 

"those who seek refuge" in God are the same as the godly who experience the love and 

salvation of God ( Psalm 17:7 ). To acknowledge dependence on God for protection when in 

need of help is a unique mark of the godly. 

The terms express persistence, a simple hope, or a waiting for. Isaiah promises: "Those who 

hope in the Lord will renew their strength" (40:31). David prays: "May your unfailing love rest 

upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in you" ( Psalm 33:22 ); he confesses: "We wait in 

hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield" ( 33:20 ). 

These descriptions that express a hope in God that involves patience and persistence are 

expressions of faith. During the siege of Samaria, Ahab, who blamed his troubles on the Lord, 

showed a lack of faith when he asked, "Why should I wait for the Lord any longer?" ( 2 Kings 

6:33 ). 
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The term with its stress on firmness and stability emphasizes the varied activities of God and 

our responses to him. Deuteronomy 7:9 majestically calls us to an understanding of who God is: 

"Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 

love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands."  

Because the person of God and his word are one, Solomon prays:                                                             

"And now, O God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David my father come 

true" ( 1 Kings 8:26 ); and the prophet threatens, "I proclaim what is certain" when speaking of 

God's sure judgment ( Hosea 5:9 ). The proper response of individuals to this firm and stable 

activity of God is modeled by Abraham, who is chosen by God. Because his heart is faithful, God 

enters into a covenant with him that involves a homeland ( Neh 9:7-8 ). 

The recognition and acknowledgment of the relationship into which God enters with people is a 

declaratory saying of "amen" to God and a special religious attitude of the people of God. The 

commands of God demand a proper response. Individuals are to acknowledge his demands, 

regard him as trustworthy, and be obedient to him.  

Faith is a spiritual attitude involving activity.                                                                                                 

The children of Israel stood condemned because they rebelled at God's command to take 

possession of the land he had given them. Fundamental to this rebellion is the claim: "You did 

not trust him or obey him" ( Deut 9:23 ). On the other hand, Abram stood approved when he 

acknowledged the promise of God, and trusted God's power to perform what he had promised: 

"Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness" ( Gen 15:6 ). The Lord 

indicated to Abram his plan for history, and Abram believed it to be something real and was 

filled with a firmness and security in the Lord. His subsequent exercise of patience and obedient 

actions are clear indications of the meaning of faith. 

The setting and origin of the term "faith" as used in the Old Testament are intimately linked to 

the covenant between God and his people. The term sums up all the ways by which people 

express their relationship to God. Isaiah dares to equate existence and faith when he claims 

that the people of God have their particular manner of being, and are established through their 

faith ( Isa 7:9 ). This understanding is in sharp contrast with the picture of Ahaz, who rejects 

God's invitation to confirm the truth of his word, and then ironically is given the promise of 

Immanuel ( Isa 7:14 ). In the fulfillment of this promise lies the challenge of the New Testament 

to redefine faith. 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-kings/8-26.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hosea/5-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Nehemiah+9:7-8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/9-23.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/15-6.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/7-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/7-14.html


The New Testament.                                                                                                                                               

The transition from the Old Testament to the New Testament understanding of faith involves 

an appreciation of the continuity between them and that which is unique in the New 

Testament. The concepts of covenant, people of God, revelation, and the activity of God in 

history continue from the Old Testament to the New Testament.  

The unique understanding in the New Testament is defined by a new covenant, and the people 

of God being identified by their response to God's Son, Jesus. In the language of the New 

Testament, the common Greek of Jesus' day, we are told how God enters history as the Christ 

in the person of his Son Jesus, and remains active in the world through his Holy Spirit and the 

church. 

The Septuagint, as a transitional text between the Hebrew of the Old Testament and the Greek 

of the New Testament, fixes the theological vocabulary that the church uses to define what God 

has done, is doing, and will do. The meaning of faith in the New Testament is then both a 

reflection of its continuity with the Old Testament and an expression of its uniqueness in a 

different historical and cultural setting. 

In the representative selections from the Old Testament that we have examined, only one term 

is consistently translated in the Septuagint by a single concept, It is this concept that the 

Synoptic Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and the Johan nine writings use to examine and illustrate 

the meaning of faith in the New Testament. 

The Synoptic Gospels.                                                                                                                                        

As for the ancient Israelites so for the new people of God, faith means primarily confident trust 

based on God's promise as understood through his Word ( Luke 1:20 ; 24:25 ). In Jesus Christ, 

the living Word of God, and the gospel, the true message of God, people are called to say "yes" 

to God and to recognize the messenger and the message as true ( Mark 1:15 ). 

For Jesus, God is Father and King. This claim involves a unique sense of presence and 

communion with God, as well as the call to his hearers to respond to his own claim of Son ship 

( Mark 12:1-12 ), and his interpretation of the kingdom of God as being near ( Matt 12:22-28 ). 

Mark opens his Gospel with the simple assertion that this is "the gospel about Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God" ( 1:1 ). 

It begins with the ministry of John the Baptist, which climaxes with the baptism of Jesus and the 

heavenly announcement of Jesus' Sonship ( 1:11 ; cf. Matt 3:17 ;Luke 3:22 ). This 

announcement is repeated during Jesus' transfiguration and followed by the command, "Listen 

to him" ( Mark 9:7 ; cf. Matt 17:5 ; Luke 9:35 ). In the beginning of his ministry Jesus proclaims 

the gospel in terms of the nearness of the kingdom and the need to believe ( Mark 1:14-15 ). 
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Specifically, the parables of Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount call for a response. The parable 

of the sower calls the proper response to Jesus' word "believing" ( Luke 8:12-13 ). The Sermon 

on the Mount (Matt. 5-7), as the ethics of those who are to live under the rule of God as Father, 

concludes with Jesus' admonition to be wise and to put these words into practice ( 7:24-27; 

cf. 5:19-20 ). 

The results of faith are seen in the radical changes that people experience when they place 

their trust in Jesus. The Gospels make the faith response explicit in particular miracles. The 

centurion's servant ( Matt 8:13 ), a paralytic ( Matt 9:2 ), a woman who had been sick for twelve 

years ( Mark 5:34 ), a twelve-year-old child who died ( Mark 5:36 ), and a blind beggar ( Luke 

18:42 ) are all examples from the Synoptic Gospels of those who are told by Jesus: "Your faith 

has healed you." 

In the Gospel of Mark the fearful and amazed responses of individuals to the person and work 

of Jesus are indicators of belief or unbelief. The amazement of the people in the Capernaum 

synagogue at Jesus' teaching and healing of a man possessed by an evil spirit leads to their 

recognition of his authority ( Mark 1:21-27 ).  

When this same amazement is expressed by the people in the synagogue in Jesus' hometown, it 

leads to offense and Jesus' comment on their lack of faith ( Mark 6:1-6 ). The side-by-side 

stories of the healing of the woman with a hemorrhage and the raising of Jairus's daughter 

from the dead have as a common theme the conquering of fear and the exercise of faith that 

results in new life ( Mark 5:32-34 Mark 5:36 ).  

In two incidents on the Sea of Galilee the disciples, when rescued by Jesus, respond with fear 

and amazement that are identified as a lack of faith ( Mark 4:40-41 ) or a hardness of heart 

( Mark 6:50-52 ). These conditions prevent them from responding to Jesus when he reveals to 

them what it means to be the Messiah ( Mark 8:31-32 ; 9:31-32 ; 10:32-34 ), or from hearing 

how believers can be true followers of this Messiah ( 8:34-38 ; 9:33-37 ; 10:41-45 ).  

Because Mark is intent on clarifying for the church the central truth that Jesus as the Son of 

Man is a suffering-servant Messiah whose example they must be willing to follow, a blind 

Bartimaeus, who is healed as he exercises faith, becomes the model disciple as he follows Jesus 

to Jerusalem and the way of the cross with his new sight. 

Jesus asserts, in a discussion with skeptical disciples, that power is available to all who have 

faith ( Mark 11:23 ), and that prayer is one means for expressing this faith ( Mark 11:24 ). This 

paradoxical power of faith is seen not only in its "mountain-mover" quality, which is a kind of 

participation in God's creative activity, but also in its comparison with a minute grain of 

mustard seed ( Luke 17:6 ). To place one's trust in Jesus is to open the door for radical change in 

the meaning of life itself. 
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The Book of Acts.                                                                                                                                                                   

In its record of the statements and activities of the early church, Acts emphasizes that Jesus 

Christ is the focus of faith. If faith in the Synoptic Gospels means confident trust based on God's 

promise as understood through his word and the person of his Son, then in Acts, which serves 

as a bridge between the Gospels and the Epistles, it is that and more. A single statement about 

faith in God is clarified as "belief in the Lord" ( 5:14 ; 9:42 ; 11:21 ; 14:23 ; 18:8 ) or "belief in 

Jesus" (3:16; 19:4), and made comprehensive when linked to the idea of salvation through the 

hearing of the word ( 4:4 ; 13:12 ). Gentiles ( 11:21 ; Acts 13:12 Acts 

13:48 ; 15:7; 17:34 ; 21:25 ), Jews ( 6:7 ; 15:5 ; 16:1 ; 18:8 ; 21:20 ) and people of both genders 

( 5:14 ) will be saved when they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The church,                                                                                                                                                                

in responding to the example and words of Jesus radicalized the Old Testament meaning of 

faith. By means of the ministries of Peter and Paul, Luke paints a vivid picture of the internal 

and external struggles of the Christian community as both the synagogue and the Jerusalem 

church resist breaking from the strict keeping of the law and the limitations of racial descent to 

acknowledge the claim that salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ alone ( 4:12 ; 15:14 ). All those 

who accept the gospel message and Christ's lordship are identified as "believing ones" 

( 4:32 ; 11:21 ; 18:27 ; 19:18 ; 22:19 ), a synonym for "Christians." 

In anticipation of the more formal analysis of the Epistles, faith in Acts is linked to baptism 

( 8:12-13 ; 18:8 ; 19:2), confession ( 19:18 ), forgiveness ( 10:43 ), grace ( 15:11 ; 18:27 ), healing 

( 3:16 ; 14:9 ), the Holy Spirit ( 19:2 ), justification ( 13:39 ), purification ( 15:9 ), and 

sanctification ( 26:18 ). Faith is also portrayed as something one can be full of ( 11:24 ), turned 

from ( 13:8 ), remain true to ( 14:22 ), and be strengthened in ( 16:5 ).  

Basic to all of these ideas is the understanding that the act of believing is also a commitment to 

a community of worship ( 5:12), the meeting of the needs of others ( 2:44-45 ), and the sharing 

of this faith with all as Jesus told them ( 1:7-8 ). 

The Epistles.                                                                                                                                                           

The fundamental Jewish position that the law is God's love-gift to his people and that by 

fulfilling its requirements they could attain the righteousness of God is countered in the Epistles 

by the claim that salvation is by faith in the crucified and risen Christ. Saul, a Jew whose 

persecution of the Christians was based on this premise ( Acts 22:3-5 ), after meeting the risen 

Christ becomes a Paul who with opened eyes receives the Holy Spirit and preaches that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God ( Acts 9 ; Gal 1:23 ).  
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His letters to the churches validate the claim that faith in Christ is the only means of attaining 

the righteousness of God ( Rom 1:16-17 ; Php 3:7-9 ). 

Paul in his letter to the church in Rome,                                                                                                   

The moral degradation of all people becomes the occasion for God's saving activity (1:18-3:20), 

with a resulting righteousness being received by faith (3:21-31).  

This salvation is variously described by Paul using the analogies of justification ( Rom 

3:24 ; 4:25 ), redemption ( Rom 3:24 ; 1 Cor 1:30 ), reconciliation ( Rom 5:10 ; 2 Cor 5:18-20 ), 

and freedom ( Gal 4:1-7 ; 5:1 ). James' argument for the necessary outworking of this salvation 

in good works ( 2:14-24 ) is countered by Paul's insistence on the working of the grace of God in 

the act of faith for salvation ( Rom 3:24-31 ). 

Faith a new creation:                                                                                                                                                  

The effect of faith in the life of the believer can be generalized under the picture of a new 

creation ( 2 Cor 5:17 ), but is also particularized in terms of son ship ( Rom 8:14-17 ; Gal 4:4-7 ), 

unity ( 1 Cor 1:10 ), love ( 1 Cor. 13 ;Galatians 5:6 Galatians 5:22 ), hope ( Rom 6:8 ; 1 Peter 

1:21 ), and steadfastness ( Heb 11 ).  

Paul’s to the churches:                                                                                                                                                 

Paul's letters to the churches, with their recitation of problems with unity, love, and hope, seem 

to deny these claims.  

If faith means being a new creation, why is there so little unity and love in the Corinthian 

church and so little hope in the Thessalonian church?                                                                                        

Paul's answer is twofold.                                                                                                                                 

(A) First, he acknowledges the tension between the power of God at work in the people of faith 

and their continuing mortality ( 2 Cor 4:7-12 ).  

(B) Second, he reminds the Corinthians that the presence of the Spirit empowers God's people 

in their mortality now and also serves as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come, so that they 

live now by faith and not by sight ( 2 Cor 5:5-7 ; 2 Thess 2:13-17 ).  

The writer to the Hebrews uses this same definition, plus the examples of Old Testament 

persons of faith and Jesus, as a basis for the exhortation to live the life of faith and Jesus, as a 

basis for the exhortation to live the life of faith in the face of its hindrances ( Heb 10:35-12:12 ). 

The later letters in the New Testament to Timothy and Titus, in addition to their continuing use 

of these dynamic definitions of faith, distinguish true faith from false faith by making the 

content of faith confessional ( 2 Tim 4:3 ;Titus 1:9 ).  
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Sound doctrine:                                                                                                                                                

Sound doctrine becomes the basis for right teaching ( Titus 2:1 ) and right living ( 2 Tim 3:15 ). 

Paul's words to Timothy when faced with the prospect of death" I have kept the faith" ( 2 Tim 

4:7 ) can be a witness to both the dynamic quality of his life in Christ and the correctness of his 

understanding. 

The Johannine Writings.                                                                                                                                            

The change to a specific vocabulary for speaking about faith is most evident in the Gospel and 

Epistles of John. The Greek verb "to believe" (pisteuein [pisteuvw]) is used in all instances 

except 1 John 5:4, which uses the noun to define "the victory that has overcome the world, " 

although even it is followed by the verbal explanation that "he who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God" overcomes the world ( 1 John 5:5 ).  

The Fourth Gospel's ninety-eight uses of the verb for believing contrast with only thirty uses in 

all of the Synoptic Gospels.  

All four Gospels refer to believing facts (Matt 9:28 ; Mark 11:23-24 ; Luke 1:45 ; John 6:69 ),      

To believing people or Scripture (dative case: Matt 21:25 ; Mark 11:31 ; Luke 1:20 ; John 2:22 ),                                                                                                                                                                        

And believing without a stated object (absolute use: Matt 8:13 ; Mark 5:36 ; Luke 8:12-13 ; John 

1:50 ).   

                                                                                                                                                                      

The Gospel of John alone stresses what it means to believe into Jesus Christ. 

From the beginning of the Gospel, where we are told that John the Baptist's witness to Jesus as 

the light is "so that through him all men might believe" ( 1:7 ), until the Gospel's concluding 

statement of purpose "That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name" ( 20:31 ),                                                     the gospel is 

presented as a call to faith.                                                                                                                       

Jesus Christ, as the object of faith, is first portrayed as the Word become flesh who comes into 

the world to make it possible for all to become children of God by believing/receiving him 

( 1:10-14 ), and finally shown to be the risen Christ who in belief is acknowledged as Lord and 

God ( 20:28-29 ).  

In between these two brackets belief or unbelief is determined by people's responses to Jesus' 

signs in which he reveals his glory ( 2:11 ), his power to heal ( 4:53 ; 5:9 ), his willingness to 

meet the needs of the hungry ( 6:12-14), the helpless ( John 6:21 John 6:61-70 ), and the blind 

( 9:38 ), and to raise the dead ( 11:25-26 ). To his disciples he explains how they too can 

"overcome the world" ( 16:33 ).  
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Their confession of faith at the end of the discourse in the upper room affirms their willingness 

to let their relationship with Jesus define the essence of their life and faith ( 16:29-30 ; 

cf. 14:20-21 ; 15:1-17 ; 16:12-15 ). 

The intensity of the relational in John's description of believing in Christ may be compared to 

Paul's use of the term "in Christ" to define what it means to be a Christian ( Romans 

6:11 Romans 6:23 ).  

The result of this relationship is a movement from darkness to light ( John 12:46 ), from death 

to life ( John 11:25-26 ), and a love that reciprocates the love of the Father for the Son and for 

the world ( John 15:9-13 ; 3:16 ) as the believer is involved in active, self-giving service ( John 

13:1 John 13:12-17 ). The power for this is to be found after Jesus' resurrection in the 

continuing relationship between the Son and the believer through the Holy Spirit ( John 14:15-

27 ; 16:5-15 ; 7:37-39 ). 

The Book of Revelation:                                                                                                                                                    

with its stress on that which is to come, sees faith almost entirely from the perspective of the 

end and the exalted role of the martyr as a faithful witness ( Revelation 2:10 Revelation 

2:13 Revelation 2:19 ;14:12 ) who is compared with Jesus Christ who is also designated as 

faithful ( 1:5 ; 3:14 ; 19:11 ).  

All whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life respond to the promise of this Faithful 

One, "I am coming soon, " with the prayer,  
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Even More Consequences of Accessing Grace through Faith 

 

Who through faith…stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire. (Hebrews 

11:33b-34a) 

Through various testimonies of God's servants, we have considered some consequences of 

accessing grace through faith. By trusting in the Lord, they "subdued kingdoms, worked 

righteousness, obtained promises" (Hebrews 11:33a). Yet, through these lives we can see even 

more blessed consequences. 

Through faith in God, they "stopped the mouths of lions." This is clearly a reference to Daniel. 

His enemies conspired to trap him through a new law that would ban prayer to 

God. "Whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into 

the den of lions" (Daniel 6:7). Such a godless decree could never stop Daniel from his daily 

practice of prayer. "Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in 

his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three 

times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was 

his custom since earlydays" (Daniel 6:10). The reluctant king (who respected Daniel greatly) had 

to apply the irreversible law. "So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast 

him into the den of lions" (Daniel 6:16). The next day, Daniel was found alive, rescued by the 

God in whom he had trusted. "So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever 

was found on him, because he believed in his God"(Daniel 6:23). 

These testimonies also record that they "quenched the violence of fire." This would clearly refer 

to three contemporaries of Daniel: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. Through faith, they 

had courage to refuse worship of the king's idol, even though a fiery furnace awaited them. 

After God preserved them intact, the king extolled the Lord with understanding. "Blessed be 

the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who…delivered His servants who trusted in 

Him"(Daniel 3:28). 

By faith, we, too, can stop the mouth of the lion that threatens us. "Your adversary the devil 

walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resisthim, steadfast in 

the faith" (1 Peter 5:8-9). Also, by faith in the promises of God, we can quench the violence of 

fiery trials that come against us. "When you walk through the fire, you 

shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. For I am the LORD your God" (Isaiah 43:2-

3). 
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"The Trial of your Faith." — 1 Peter 1:7 

Faith untried may be true faith, but it is sure to be little faith, and it is likely to 

remain dwarfish so long as it is without trials. Faith never prospers so well as 

when all things are against her: tempests are her trainers, and lightnings are her 

illuminators.  

When a calm reigns on the sea, spread the sails as you will, the ship moves not to 

its harbour; for on a slumbering ocean the keel sleeps too. Let the winds rush 

howling forth, and let the waters lift up themselves, then, though the vessel may 

rock, and her deck may be washed with waves, and her mast may creak under the 

pressure of the full and swelling sail, it is then that she makes headway towards 

her desired haven. 

 No flowers wear so lovely a blue as those which grow at the foot of the frozen 

glacier; no stars gleam so brightly as those which glisten in the polar sky; no water 

tastes so sweet as that which springs amid the desert sand; and no faith is so 

precious as that which lives and triumphs in adversity. Tried faith brings 

experience.  

You could not have believed your own weakness had you not been compelled to 

pass through the rivers; and you would never have known God's strength had you 

not been supported amid the water-floods. Faith increases in solidity, assurance, 

and intensity, the more it is exercised with tribulation. Faith is precious, and its 

trial is precious too. 

Let not this, however, discourage those who are young in faith. You will have trials 

enough without seeking them: the full portion will be measured out to you in due 

season. Meanwhile, if you cannot yet claim the result of long experience, thank 

God for what grace you have;  

Praise Him for that degree of holy confidence whereunto you have attained: walk 

according to that rule, and you shall yet have more and more of the blessing of 

God, till your faith shall remove mountains and conquer impossibilities. 
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Faith is choosing to believe 

1- First of all, the Christian faith professes an unreserved belief in the Bible, God’s Word to 

mankind – true, tested and unchanging.  

2- Faith is also full and unreserved confidence in God, in His love for me, and in His power 

to help me whatever comes my way in life.  

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 

is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6. 

 

Faith is a choice.                                                                                                                                                                      

(A) One need faith to become a Christian.                                                                                                            

(B) One choose to believe in Jesus Christ, that He died for my sins, and that by believing in Him, 

my sins will be forgiven.  

“The promise is clear”.                                                                                                                                                

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. It is faith in a Person that saves a 

believing soul, not faith in a particular philosophy or a code of rules. 

 

Every Christian will agree that salvation is a gift, not something we attain to by our own efforts.  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works lest any man should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9.   

To acknowledge my sin.                                                                                                                                                

Sin is anything that goes against God’s will and His laws. To commit sin is to transgress or 

disobey these laws.  

Sin dwells in human nature. In other words, it is contaminated and motivated by the sinful 

tendencies that dwell in all people as a result of the fall into sin and disobedience in the garden 

of Eden.  

Repentance is the “act of regretting sincerely the sin in your past with the goal to never do it 

again”. It is making a decision to turn away from evil and to serve God.  

Repentance is one of the requirements for the forgiveness of sins.  (Mark 2:17; Luke 15:10; Luke 

24:46-47; Acts 3:19; Romans 2:4; 2 Corinthians 7:10; 2 Peter...  



“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 6:23. To receive this gift, I must believe in and personally accept God’s gift to me in His 

Son. The forgiveness of sins is a wonderful beginning, and brings great joy to every true believer 

in Jesus. It is no small thing to have the burden and guilt of sin removed from my conscience! 

 

What comes next?                                                                                                                                                  

So I am saved by grace through an act of faith”. I choose to believe.                                                                      

Then what? Do I still need faith?                                                                                                                                       

Yes! If I want to live a life that pleases the Savior I have believed in. Though the guilt of sin is 

gone, the indwelling sin 

in my nature will still be the cause of many temptations. The next verse in Ephesians 2 tells us 

what God’s thoughts are for us after our initial experience of salvation.                                                            

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10.  

 

It is also written in Romans 5:10: “For if when we were enemies 

Most often when a Christian refers to his or her “enemies” they are speaking about the sin in 

their flesh and the temptations and lusts that arise from there. These are enemies because they 

tempt us to act contrary to the will of God. These can also be spiritual powers such as the spirit 

of the times which oppose the...  

Jesus’ life was a life of action. “Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things 

which He suffered.” Hebrews 5:8.  

To be saved by His life, you need a faith that leads you to action. Paul calls it the obedience to 

the faith. (Romans 1:5) 

 

Jesus is our great Forerunner, and the author and finisher of our faith. (Hebrews 12:2) All the 

heroes of faith in the old covenant acted on their faith. They did something. Every one of them 

believed – and acted! By faith Noah prepared an ark, by faith Abraham obeyed, and so on.  

(Hebrews 11) 

 



Go to action! 

John writes simply: “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” John 1:4. It is this light of 

Jesus’ life that I need to walk in – go to action! If I really want to obey God’s good laws of life 

found in His Word, I will soon find myself in a battle, 

Almost all talk of battles and wars, Christian life refers to the inner battle that arises when a 

sinful thought tempts you. God’s Spirit and the flesh are at odds. When you have decided to 

only do God’s will and are being led by the Spirit, a conflict between the flesh and the Spirit 

arises: there is a battle against the sin the light reveals.  (This is the good fight) 

 

To win this battle, you need to believe in a power outside of oneself but in the “power of the 

Holy Spirit”, in Jesus Who has promised that He can save me, and that to the uttermost. 

(Hebrews 7:25)   

This ongoing salvation is a work of faith.                                                                                                                            

It has nothing to do with my feelings, which can go up and down like a yo-yo. But when I believe 

God, and set my heart to obey, even against my feelings or my human understanding, then God 

goes to action too! He sends grace and help in time of need, and all honor for the salvation 

gained belongs to Him! 

 

Faith opens the door to a victorious life! By faith, we can truly overcome as He overcame! “This 

is the victory that overcomes the world – our faith.” 1 John 5:5. I believe in His power to save. I 

believe that when I take up my cross and deny myself as Jesus did, or as the scriptures also put 

it, am “crucified with Christ 

Jesus was physically crucified on the cross at Calvary. Though blameless, He took upon Himself 

the punishment for sin, which was death, so He could pay our debts and forgive us our sin if we 

are willing to believe in Him and follow Him the Apostle Paul wrote: “I have been crucified with 

Christ…” (Galatians 2:20) This is a metaphorical... More 

,” I will be victorious over sin and self. “I have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me and the life that I now live in the flesh. 

 

 

 



I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. 

Faith is a precious possession! As we said to start with, it is not visible or tangible. However, 

Jesus said to doubting Thomas:  

“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:29. Peter writes about 

this blessedness also.  “… whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet 

believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 

” 1 Peter 1:8-9. The result of a living faith is both visible and tangible! The disciples saw it and 

touched it in Jesus, and our calling as Christians is to come to this same joyful and glorious life – 

by faith! 

You may be interested in reading more on our topic page about obedience to the faith, or in the 

articles below. 

Can you have faith without obedience? 

 


